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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR SHERREL  
 
 

Dear Oak Grove Family, 
 

I greet you all in the Wonderful name of Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord! 
I hope you are all doing well and staying safe. I also hope that you had a 
Merry Christmas and were able to enjoy some time with family and friends. 
Most of all, I hope you were able to meditate on the Christmas Story and 
the message of salvation and hope that Jesus brought to us. 
 

It’s difficult to find words to describe this past year and the challenges that 
it brought. The entire world essentially came to a standstill and our lives 
were turned upside down. Millions of people around the world experienced 
suffering and loss and our hearts go out to them. Some in our own fellowship 
faced health challenges and others dealt with the death of friends and loved 
ones. In fact, I am still grieving the loss of several friends that I had known 
for years. It has indeed been a difficult year and unfortunately this health 
crisis may linger for some time. I do have hope however that medical 
advances will soon bring us some much-needed relief. I want to say thank 
you to all the health care workers and first responders as well as all those 
who have worked so tirelessly to help and comfort those in need. 
 

I would like to express my heart felt gratitude to this congregation for your 
prayers and faithful financial support over this past year. Because of your 
generosity we have been able to keep this ministry going, in spite of the 
many interruptions and alterations. You are to be commended and I know 
that God will reward your faithfulness. So, THANK YOU AND GOD 
BLESS YOU! 
 

As we move into this new year, we still face many uncertainties. It is my 
sincere hope and prayer that we will be able to resume a full schedule of 
services and activities very soon. We will be working diligently to make that 
happen so please continue to pray for our leadership team. It’s hard not to 
think that we’ve lost an entire year, but it is important to remember that 
God is still in control and nothing takes Him by surprise. We should resolve 
in our hearts to pray for revival and spiritual awakening to come to our 
communities and our country. The need to be a witness for Christ has never 
been more urgent. Time could be short, and people need the Lord Jesus! 
 

God is able to do abundantly above all that we could ask or think, and I am 
excited to see what the new year brings. With God all things are possible! 
We are blessed with a strong and powerful faith that can overcome any fear 
or foe. The Psalmist said, “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom 
shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” 
I love you all and I wish you a VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Sherrel 

mailto:oakgrove@oakgrovebc.org
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 3 Hannah Wotring Estepp 
 6 Bobby Cundiff 
 7 Adrienne Yarber 
 8 Kathy Birchfield 
 8 James Mayes 
 9 Gena Elkins 
12 Donna Martin 
13 Gary Deel 
14 Travis Mathes 
15 Margaret Brummett 
16 Lakin Mosier 
17 Randy Hicks 
20 Sherrel Nave 
28 Ronnie Hood 
28 Christine Jones 
28 Judd Pearson 
30 Sandy Arnold  

 
 

If we are missing your name on 
our anniversary or birthday list 
or if a correction is needed, 
please call 477-3141.  

 
 

 
 

 8 Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Ledford 
16 Mr. and Mrs. Vergil Stout 

 

 

 
 
 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

1 New Year’s Day 
 13   Quarterly Business Meeting 
 17   Sanctity of Life Sunday 
 18   Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
 31   Fifth Sunday Offering 

 
No requirements 
No reading 
No study 
No homework 
No dress code - Come in your PJs if you like! 
 

Come chat, share, pray with our family. 
Stay for an hour or just drop in for a few minutes. 
 
No skill needed. if you have a computer or cell phone just give me 
a call and I will send you a one touch link through your E-mail. 
 
Join us! 
 
Shirley Greene 423-202-6137 

 

 

 

SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES: BECOMING MORE LIKE JESUS 
Reprinted with Permission 

 

The first three Saturday lessons in January will cover the end of the “When 
Emotions Rise” series and a special lesson focus for Sanctity of Life Sunday which 
is January 17. Then we will begin the new series “Spiritual Disciplines: Becoming 
More Like Jesus.”  
 

If you want to get into better physical shape, you likely begin by setting goals and 
creating an action plan. You might resolve to make better food selections, go for 
more walks, join a gym, or participate in a weight loss group. Perhaps you would 
do all of those things. 
 

In theory, losing weight isn’t rocket science – it involves burning more calories than 
you eat – but in practice, it isn’t as easy as it sounds. The hard part isn’t deciding 
what to do; it’s doing it. Having a plan isn’t enough – you have to be disciplined 
enough to work it. 
 

Spiritual growth requires the same disciplined approach. You have to know the 
steps to take, and then you have to actually take the steps. 
 

In this study, we will look at some things to do to experience spiritual health. We 
won’t just consider what the Bible says about how to grow; we will also consider 
suggestions for immediate application of the biblical principles we will be 
discovering. These disciplines are worth our time and investment because they help 
us experience the life and joy Jesus wants us to have in Him. 

 
 

FACEBOOK SATURDAY “SUNDAY” SCHOOL 

11:00 AM Every Saturday 
 

January 2                    Overcoming Worry 
January 9                    Weathering the Blues 
 

January 16                  Created for a Purpose 
 

January 23                  The Benefit of Spiritual Disciplines 
January 30                  Knowing God 



 

 
WHY ALL LIFE IS SACRED 

 

Scripture does not know of any 
human life which is so commonplace 
that it is not valuable enough to 
become eternal, and this is its high 
optimism. Nothing is too much for 
Scripture. Since every person is 
known by God by name, and since 
every person exists in time in the 
presence of the God who is 
judgment and salvation, every 
person is a person of eternity, and 
not just the noble spirits of history. 

 

~Karl Rahner 

 

 
Thank you, thank you, and thank 
you to everyone who donated items 
to Life Care Center of Gray.  Your 
generosity goes beyond measure! 
Shirley Greene, Charlotte Davison, 
Sarah Sibbitt, Charlie Rankin, Dan 
and I took 3 vehicles full of 
donations to the nursing home on 
Friday December 18. The staff was 
very grateful!  
 

In just four days of announcing the 
need to the church, Oak Grove 
members donated 8 full-sized 
blankets, 90 throws, 98 pairs of socks 
with tread, 90 lotions, 336 
prepackaged food items, and those 
are just the items the staff had 
requested. Beyond that were 4 
sweaters, 3 pair of slipper shoes, 4 
tins of cookies, and 1 beautiful 
handmade lap quilt.  
 

Again, we can't thank everyone 
enough for participating in our 
short-notice Christmas mission 
project and blessing the residents 
with your giving spirit. May God 
bless you all, and may you have a 
very Happy New Year! 
 

Love and prayers,  
Charlotte and Sharon 

 
 
I would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year, and it’s my prayer that 
we can all get together soon. Below is an update from Agape Women’s 
Services that I would like to share with you. 
 

“These last nine months have been crazy for everyone, our ministry 

included. We had to make many changes, and then often we had to 

change those changes. But by the grace of God, we were able to keep 

our doors open even during a pandemic. We have seen many 

unplanned pregnancies this year and are rejoicing at the number of 

due dates coming up on our calendar. A client recently shared that 

no one has ever cared for her the way she was cared for at Agape 

Women’s Services. She said it felt like she had a family for the first 

time. We are so thankful and humbled that God allows us to serve in 

this unique way. 
 

Your participation and investment at Agape are an investment in the 

lives of women and in life itself. We are so thankful for Oak Grove 

Baptist Church. We appreciate you standing for life – the mother’s 

life, the father’s life and the baby’s life. It is an honor for the team at 

Agape Women’s Services to love and serve them – thank you for 

doing that with us.   
 

Agape has outgrown our current facility and the Lord has provided 

a new facility that will allow us to serve at a greater capacity. This 

year we are focusing our fundraising on finishing the capital 

campaign that will allow us to renovate our new property.” 
 

Beth Koscak  
 
We would like to help Agape with their baby bottle fundraiser again this 
year. You will have an opportunity to give beginning January 17th, Sanctity 
of Human Life Sunday, and ending on February 14th. Offering envelopes will 
be provided or you may give any time via their web site  
www.agapewomensservices.com.  Please pray about your partnership with 
Agape Women’s Services: financial gift to the capital campaign, supporting 
our baby bottle campaign, prayer, or as the Lord would lead you.  
 
Let’s make 2021 the best year ever. 
 
Patricia 

 

 
January 17, 2020 

http://www.agapewomensservices.com/


 

 

 

CALLING POST: HOW IT WORKS 
 

Staying connected to the church and 
to your church family is more 
important now than ever. Your 
OGBC staff is making every effort to 
keep you informed, and one of the 
ways we do that is by using a system 
called Calling Post. We started using 
this system a few years ago, but some 
of you may not have “opted in” on 
the system at that time. If you have 
not been receiving the church-wide 
calls about schedule changes, deaths, 
etc. and you would like to stay 
informed, please let us know that you 
would like to be added. 
 

How does the system work? Phone 
numbers of our church members and 
regular attendees have been put into 
the system.  When we have important 
information that we need to share, we 
record a message and with the click 
of a button the Calling Post system 
places calls to everyone on the list at 
the same time. Calling Post is set up 
to  make three attempts to deliver the 
message and to leave a message on 
your answering machine or voicemail.  
However, if your voicemail box is full 
or if you have a device on your phone 
to intercept or screen calls, the 
message will not get to you. Please be 
aware that we sometimes send 
messages on weekends from home. If 
you miss the call and then call the 
church to inquire, there will be no 
one in the office to take your call. 
When you see a missed call, please 
check your messages first. If the 
system does not leave a message, you 
may need to empty your voicemail. If 
you see a missed call and there is no 
message, please call the office and let 
us know so that we can investigate the 
problem. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 
 

HELPING THE BROKENHEARTED 
 

A retired pastor counseled younger peers to remember that in every 
pew sits someone dealing with a broken heart. Hasn’t that been us at 
some point? What have we learned from our brokenness? What helps? 
What doesn’t? 

 

People who are hurting don’t need platitudes and quick answers. In 
fact, it’s often best not to say anything at all. The most important thing 
is to just be there. Sit. Listen. Hold a hand. Respond with brief 
expressions of understanding. When appropriate, offer assurance that 
God knows of the situation and cares. 
 

After Jesus healed the paralytic, the man stood up and returned home 
glorifying God (Luke 5:17-26). Likewise, Christ says to the 
brokenhearted today, “Stand up and go into your future, glorifying 
God with good works for his kingdom.” 



                                              Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

    1 

 
Mike and Barbara Dixon 
 

 
 

2 
11:00 AM 
Facebook Live 
Saturday “Sunday” 
School 
 

3 
11:00 AM  
Morning Worship 

4 
 

5 6 
7:00 PM 
Facebook Live 
Bible Study & 
Prayer 

7 8 

 
Barbara Dixon and 
Charlotte Davison 

9 
11:00 AM 
Facebook Live 
Saturday 
“Sunday” School 

10 
11:00 AM  
Morning Worship 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
7:00 PM 
Facebook Live 
Bible Study & 
Prayer 
 
Quarterly 
Business 
Meeting 

14 
 

15 

 
Ralph and Brenda 
McDaniel 

16 
11:00 AM 
Facebook Live 
Saturday 
“Sunday” School 

17 

11:00 AM  
Morning Worship 
 

 
 

18 
 

 

19 
 

20 
7:00 PM 
Facebook Live 
Bible Study & 
Prayer 

 

 
Newsletter 
Articles Due 

21 
 

22 

 
Emory Deel and Gerald 
Fields 

23 
11:00 AM 
Facebook Live 
Saturday 
“Sunday” School 
 
 
 

24 
11:00 AM  
Morning Worship 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
7:00 PM 
Facebook Live 
Bible Study & 
Prayer 

28 29 

 
Rodney Hale and Vergil 
Stout 

30 
11:00 AM 
Facebook Live 
Saturday 
“Sunday” School 

31 
11:00 AM  
Morning Worship 
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